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5. Do your own research to be a better human-- and an accomplice.   

6. Financially support organizations working hard to remedy the inequities put upon Black 

people and others with minoritized identities.  

 

The problems of poverty, crime, healthcare, unemployment, education remain significant in 

cities across this country for many, but the immense disparities for Black people are empirically 

evident. As we reflect on the recent loss of Black lives, we need more people to take initiative, 

learn from the ills and lessons of our past, and work each day to uphold Black people’s desire 

to want to breathe.   

 

“As we commit to each other to build this movement of resistance and liberation, no one can 

be an afterthought. We have a chance to be stronger and better than we ever have before- and 

that starts with having hard conversations and being held accountable.” - Raquel Wilis, 

Women’s March 2017 speech 

 

 

 

With love and sadness, 

 

 

Shonté Thomas 

Director, African American Resource & Cultural Center 

University of California, Santa Cruz 

sfthomas@ucsc.edu | http://aarcc.ucsc.edu 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
RESOURCES: 

Black Lives Matter Chapter: https://blacklivesmatter.com/chapters/ 

To contact your congress representative: www.congress.gov/members 
http://www.resourcesharingproject.org/anti-racism-resource-collection 

https://centerracialjustice.org/resources/resources-for-talking-about-race-racism-and-racialize

d-violence-with-kids/ 

 

Books: 

Bell, D. (1987). And We Are Not Saved: The Elusive Quest for Racial Justice. New York, NY: Basic 

Books. 

 

Ladson-Billings, G. (1995). Toward a theory of culturally relevant pedagogy. American 

Education Research Journal, 32(3), 465-491.  

 

Goldrick-Rab et. al, (2019).  College and University Basic Needs Insecurity: A National 

#RealCollege Survey Report. Retrieved from 

https://hope4college.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/HOPE_realcollege_National_rep

ort_digital.pdf  

 

Grier-Reid, T.L. (2010). The African American student network: Creating sanctuaries and 

counterspaces for coping with racial microaggressions in higher education settings. Journal 

of Humanistic Counseling, Education, and Development, 49, 181-188. 
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New York, NY: Nation Books.  

 

Kendi, I.X. (2019). How to be antiracist. New York, NY: One World.  

Integrated Postsecondary Education Data Systems (IPEDS) - 

http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/ 

McHenry, D. (1987). Dean McHenry: The university of California Santa Cruz, Early Campus 

History, 1958-1969. Retrieved from: http://escholarship.org/uc/item/6rv1h8fv   
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Strayhorn, T.L. (2012). College student sense of belonging: A key to educational success for all 

students. New York, NY: Routledge. 

 

University of California, Information Center: https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/infocenter 
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universities. New York, NY: Bloomsbury Press. 
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